02/12/2025, 15:58 Caravan and Camping Safety Checklist

Caravan and Camping Safety During Extreme Weather

Caravans and tents offer minimal protection against Australia's severe weather elements. Flash floods, high winds,
and bushfires can escalate rapidly in remote areas. Preparation is essential for Australian households to ensure a
holiday does not turn into a disaster.

1. BEFORE YOU LEAVE HOME

Check the 7-day weather forecast and fire danger ratings for your destination and route.

Inspect towing gear, tyres, and brakes; heavy loads behave unpredictably in storms.

Download emergency apps (e.g., BOM, Emergency Plus, VicEmergency) and set watch zones.

Pack a 'Go Bag' accessible from the car (not buried in the van) with torch, radio, and meds.

Inform a contact of your itinerary, route, and expected check-in times.

2. AT THE CARAVAN PARK OR CAMPSITE

Park your vehicle facing the exit (‘response ready') to ensure a rapid departure if needed.

Identify the nearest solid structure (amenities block/camp kitchen) for shelter.

Look up: Do not set up under large gum trees that may drop limbs (widow makers) in wind.

Check for low-lying ground or dry creek beds that could flash flood during rain.

Secure storm straps on awnings immediately upon setup, regardless of current weather.

3. WHEN SEVERE WEATHER APPROACHES

Retract awnings and annexes immediately; wind damage is the #1 cause of insurance claims.

Pack away loose outdoor furniture, BBQs, and mats that could become projectiles.

Close all windows, hatches, and vents to prevent water ingress and pressure changes.

Move family members to designated solid shelter; do not stay inside a caravan in high winds.

Tune into local ABC radio or emergency apps for evacuation orders.

4. AFTER THE WEATHER PASSES

Wait for official 'All Clear' from authorities before moving around the site.

Check for fallen power lines or unstable trees before stepping out.

Inspect gas bottles and lines for leaks or damage before attempting to use appliances.

Check vehicle and caravan tyre pressures and undercarriage for debris damage.

Drive cautiously; roads may be washed out or blocked by debris.

General guidance only — always follow SES, CFA and BOM official emergency instructions.
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